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General: 

The situations presented here in Question and Answer form were considered by all current 
FPUSA Regional and National Umpires and the FPUSA Sport Committee.

The answers represent FPUSA policy and are how FPUSA umpires will rule in the described 
situations.

It is understood by all familiar with this wonderful game that we play, that it is unlikely that there 
will ever be unanimous agreement as to how to rule on every situation that may arise during a 
game.

However, consistent application of the rules and their interpretations as listed below, allows our 
tournaments to proceed expeditiously, minimizes player frustrations, and instills confidence and 
support for our umpires as they officiate.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *

Q1.  If a thrown jack is not marked and is moved by the first boule played in a round, can 
the opponents contend that it is either too short or too long?  If not, why not?  If so, how 
should the umpire proceed to measure?

Required ruling: Yes, the opponent can challenge the position of the jack.  

Explanation: The umpire should measure from the nearest interior edge of the circle to where 
the jack rests after being moved.  The team that threw the jack cannot claim that the throw was 
valid if they failed to mark the jack.  Ref:  Articles 8 & 11 of The International Rules of the 
Game of Petanque (hereafter known as “the rules”).  For a detailed discussion, see the FPUSA 
2014/15 Annual Publication article, “Ask the Umpire,” page 14.  
http://www.usapetanque.org/Annual2014_15.pdf

 
Q2.  Team A sets the jack and points a boule near it.  Team B then points a boule, which, by 
measuring, both teams agree to be the same distance from the jack as A1.  Since a tie now 
exists, Team B proceeds to play again as prescribed by Article 28.  Their second boule is 
just a little nearer the jack than the two tied boules, breaking the tie.  Team A then decides 
to shoot at boule B2.  A successful shot sends both B2 and A2 careening far away from the 
jack.  This results in boules A1 and B1 once again being tied for holding the point.  Who 
plays next and why?

Required ruling: Team A plays. 

Explanation: Since boule B2 took the point, the tie regarding which team was holding was 
broken.  Therefore, Team A’s shot created, in effect, a new tie.  For a detailed discussion, see the 
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FPUSA 2014/15 Annual Publication article, “Ask the Umpire,” page 14.  
http://www.usapetanque.org/Annual2014_15.pdf

 
Q3.  Team A, believing that all boules had been played, picked up the unmarked circle and 
began to walk towards the head of the court.  At this point, another member of Team A 
loudly proclaims that he has another boule to play.  How should play proceed?

Required ruling: The circle should be replaced to a position mutually agreed upon by the two 
teams, and play resumed. 

Explanation: Since this situation is not specifically addressed in the rules as yet by the FIPJP; it 
is best addressed using Article 34. 

If the teams cannot agree on a location, the umpire is called and issues a warning to the offending 
player of Team A, and replaces the circle as best s/he is able giving somewhat more weight to 
Team B’s preferences, and play resumes.

If, however, the umpire believes that the act of picking up the circle was not an innocent mistake, 
or even was intentional, done in order to give advantage to Team A, s/he is free to also invoke an 
additional penalty under Article 34. In this case, the offending Team A’s boule(s) could be 
declared dead and Team B allowed to play its boule(s) in hand.

If the circle had been marked, it would just have been replaced, and play would have continued 
as normal. Players should be strongly encouraged to mark the circle at the beginning of each end.

 
Q4.  What is the correct penalty for a boule played out of turn, and what do you do if 
unmarked boules or an unmarked jack are moved by a boule played out of turn?

Required ruling: A boule played out of turn (contrary to the rules) is dead per Art. 23, subject to 
the explanation below.

Explanation: Article 15 prescribes that it is the team not holding the point that plays. Article 23 
is specific in requiring that any boule played contrary to the rules be declared dead and that 
anything displaced be put back in its original position on condition that its position was marked.  
However, it goes on to state that the opposing team may choose to play the advantage rule and 
accept the played boule and all resulting positions.  It follows that if the positions were not 
marked, the boule played contrary to the rules would still be declared dead and everything else 
would have to remain at the new positions.  Once again, the opposing team could choose to play 
the advantage rule and accept the played boule and all resulting positions.

Since the usual penalty for numerous instances where boules are played contrary to the rules set 
forth by Article 15 (encroachment onto the circle while playing, lifting a foot before a played 
boule contacts the ground, holding an additional boule while playing one’s last boule, etc.) is a 
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warning for a first offense, the Q&A authors suggest that umpires retain the option of issuing a 
warning for a first offense of playing a boule out of turn as well. If only a warning is issued and 
the misplayed boule is left in play, that boule should remain at whatever position it came to rest 
and both teams should be cautioned as to the importance of making sure which boule is holding 
the point before proceeding to play.

That is not to say that the umpire could not choose instead to declare the boule dead under 
Article 23 (assuming the opponents chose not to play the advantage rule), if the violation, 
whether by design or by unintended consequence, had the effect of giving advantage to the team 
playing out of turn.

If the umpire decides to apply Art 23, and because the situation on the ground can change with 
each subsequent boule played, only the last boule played is liable to be declared dead and 
removed.  

Example:  A1 holds.  B1 is played and announced by Team B to be holding.  A2 does not retake 
the point.  A3 is pointed and takes the point conclusively.  Before playing, Team B decides to 
measure A1 versus B1.  It is discovered that A1 is closer than B1.  Team B calls for the umpire 
and contends that boules A2 and A3 were played out of turn.  The ruling should be that boule A3 
was played out of turn, but one should not attempt to “rewind” the end to consider whether A2 
was played out of turn.  One could no longer be sure whether something had changed along the 
way.  It is only certain that A3 should not have been played if A1 was holding the point.  The 
mistake made was with both teams not being sure who was holding before playing.

 
Q5.  Team A sets the jack and points a boule near it.  Team B then decides to shoot at boule 
A1.  A successful shot sends both B1 and A1 out of bounds. Who goes next?

Required ruling: Team B.  Ref:  Article 15. 

Explanation: The shot created a tie situation, so Team B must play once more, after which, 
assuming the tie remains unbroken, teams alternate play.

Q6.  Can hands be wiped with a damp rag if it is not carried about?
Required ruling: Yes, if one then dries his hands before handling the boules or jack.  

Explanation: Article 15 dictates that it is forbidden to wet boules or jack and FPUSA guidelines 
state that a dampened boule cloth may not be carried by a player when weather conditions are 
dry.  There are no specific restrictions against cleaning one’s hands. 

The FPUSA guidance at the end of Article 15 is modified as follows: *In dry conditions a player 
may not carry a moistened boule cloth while in the circle.
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Q7.  What is the definition of an obstacle?
Required ruling: in tournament play, the Tournament Director prior to its commencement 
defines obstacles. However playing circles are to be a minimum of two meters apart, even if 
playing on marked out courts (Art 6).

 
Explanation: There are ten uses of the word “obstacle” in the FPUSA rules.  Though there is no 
definition given in the rules, the word is used relative to the tossing of the jack, the drawing of 
the circle, things that may not be moved or flattened, and things one may or may not be able to 
remove for purposes of measuring.  It has somewhat different meanings depending upon context.  
For the purposes of tossing the jack or drawing the circle, it can be understood to mean 
something that may obstruct one’s throwing motion.  Timbers around a court that are there for 
the purpose of stopping errant boules are not usually considered to be obstacles.  On the other 
hand, trees, walls, fences, scoreboards, utility poles, drainpipes, and similar things are usually 
considered to be obstacles.  A boule or jack making contact with an obstacle is not normally 
considered to be dead.

Article 6 prescribes that circles must be two meters apart if playing on UNMARKED courts.  
This is intended to decrease the likelihood of playing from the wrong circle and, at the same 
time, to keep players in the nearby circles from being obstacles to one’s throwing motion.  
Therefore, circles are not to be placed within two meters of each other even when playing on a 
MARKED court.

 
Q8.  Can the circle be placed right next to a court boundary?

Required ruling: Yes.  

Explanation: Older versions of rules did not allow the circle to be placed within one meter of an 
out of bounds area or obstacle, but the restriction, as it relates to out of bounds area, has been 
eliminated.  It still cannot be placed or drawn within one meter of an obstacle or two meters from 
an active circle.

 
Q9.  When does the next end begin?

Required ruling: It begins when the jack has validly been put in play according to the rules.  
Ref:  Article 32.  

Explanation: Take note that this is a different question from when a round ends.  The round is 
over when any necessary measurements have been completed and points have been agreed upon 
(Article 20).  The team scoring the point(s) then has one minute or three tries to throw a valid 
jack. The throwing of a valid jack begins the next end.
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Q10. Can a team or player call for a re-measure by the same or different umpire? 

Required ruling: No. Ref:  Article 25 of the rules.

 
Q11. What happens when a jack or boule is moved during measuring?

Required ruling: If a player moves a jack or boule while measuring, he may replace it to its 
marked position (if it was marked), but he still loses the point.  

Explanation: The players should carefully mark each of the boules that were being contested, 
and the jack, in order to determine if they are subsequently moved during the round.  If they 
remain unmoved at the end of the round, the opponents of the team who made the measuring 
error are declared to hold the point between the two boules that were being contested, even if 
their boule would no longer measure as closer.  

On the other hand, if either boule or the jack is subsequently moved during play, the declaration 
described above is rescinded, and each boule stands on its own merit via the normal measuring 
procedure.  The word “moved,” in the context of this discussion should be understood to mean 
that the jack or boule physically changes its position on the terrain; otherwise, touching the jack 
or boule while measuring does not equate to moving the jack or boule. Ref:  Article 27 of the 
rules.

Q12.  How are warning cards to be used in petanque?
This is an informational Question to advise umpires and players that formulation of a 
Warning Card System is in progress.

Yellow cards indicate a warning only.

Orange cards indicate a penalty has actually been applied.  Subsequent orange cards indicate 
additional penalties for the same or different infraction.  Penalties may be for a single game or 
the duration of the tournament.

Red cards indicate an expulsion/disqualification has been imposed.

Cards are to be held up and displayed so that they are visible to both teams and spectators. The 
umpire then retains the cards and makes notes detailing the player/team name and the nature of 
the infraction and penalty.  
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Q13.  Are players allowed to paint their boules to aid in easy identification during a game?
Required ruling: Yes and no.  

Explanation: It is common practice for many players to color, paint, or mark with an indelible 
marker within the grooves of their boules to make them more easily identifiable.  Such markings 
are not considered “tampering” as prohibited by the rules in Article 2a, 4.  When, however, the 
entire boule is painted, the paint could be thought by some to alter the playing characteristics of 
the boule.  For this reason, it is to be prohibited in FPUSA title tournaments.  Open tournaments 
and casual play may permit painting the entire boule.      

 
Q14.   What should be done if boules are discovered to be, though not tampered with, 
defective or non-competition AFTER a game has begun?

Required ruling: Article 2b of the rules dictates that complaints related to non-compliant 
boules, except in the case of boules that have been tampered with, must be made before the first 
round of a game begins.  After the game has begun, a team has no recourse. 

Explanation: Therefore, it is important that each team ensure compliance of their opponents’ 
boules before the game begins. However, it is noted that the umpire or jury may check the boules 
of any players at any time. Ref: Art 2b last sentence. In tournaments, non-compliant boules 
include those whose markings are no longer legible and leisure boules.
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Q15.  If the jack cannot be thrown to all valid distances, must the decision to step back 
when placing the circle be made before the first of a team’s three attempts?

Required ruling: A team is allowed to move the circle back for their permitted throws per 
Article 7 either before their first toss of the jack or afterwards. 

Explanation: The rules are not specific, nor prohibitive, therefore, it should be allowed, even 
after two failed attempts to set a valid jack, so as to expedite play by increasing the chance that a 
valid jack might be thrown on the third attempt.

 
Q16.  Should an umpire intervene if s/he believes two teams are consistently agreeing to 
play jack tosses that are too short (or too long)?

Required ruling: Yes. 

Explanation: The umpire should intervene because such activity might interfere with the 
conduct and progress of the tournament.  Such behavior, if flagrant and repetitive, borders on the 
“complicity” addressed in Article 34, 6.  The umpire should ask the teams to explain themselves 
and consider issuing a warning if the excuse given is unconvincing. 

 
Q17.  Article 9, item 6 of the FPUSA rules state that, “a jack floating freely in water is 
dead.”  What about a creek or pond (as opposed to a small puddle) between the circle and 
the jack?  Does this constitute, “an out-of-bounds area between the jack and the playing 
circle”?

Required ruling: In tournaments on marked out terrains, the TD (Tournament Director) would 
declare creeks or ponds as out of bounds areas, and courts would be adjusted so that these water 
features would not be within playable areas. 

Explanation: It is possible that in unmarked terrains, without a prior declaration from the TD, a 
team might have the opportunity to toss the jack across a water feature, or during an end, the jack 
might have been moved so as to be on the other side of the water feature from the circle. 

In this case, if asked by the team(s) if play could continue, the umpire applying the FPUSA rule 
would rule that play would continue until or unless the jack floats, otherwise there would be no 
out of bounds area. In casual play, local rules or agreement would govern the treatment of water 
features.

 
Q18.  Is the roof of a covered terrain an obstacle or an out-of-bounds area?

Required ruling: The tournament director and the umpire should ensure that pregame 
announcements detail how such a feature (roof, tree, etc.) will be treated.  In the absence of an 
announcement to the contrary, it should be treated as an obstacle and, thus, in play (“live”).
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Q19.  Is a long depression made by a thrown boule “one hole” as discussed in Article 10 of 
the rules?  Can a hole made by boules thrown before the game commences (i.e., during 
practice or in a prior game) be repaired?  What constitutes a repair?  Is tamping allowed 
vs. filling?

Required ruling: Any holes or marks made by played boules, during or before the game, can be 
repaired, even if of some length.  

Explanation: While “gardening” is understood to be prohibited by Article 10 of the rules, it is 
rather a gray area and not worthy of an umpire’s time unless egregious. Reasonable tamping is 
considered to be part of making the repair.

 
Q20.  What about removing a piece of trash that blows onto the terrain AFTER the game 
has begun? Or drops from someone’s pocket?

Required ruling: Umpires are to exercise judgment in removing or allowing removal of trash 
and/or objects from the terrain.

Explanation: Though not exactly addressed by the rules, it is reasonable to make a distinction 
between natural objects, such as a leaf or twig, and man-made objects, such as a lunch bag or 
plastic bottle.  A reasonable umpire would allow the leaf or inconsequential twig that blows onto 
the court to stay where it lands or moves, while allowing the removal of man-made clutter that 
blows (or falls from someone’s pocket) onto the terrain. Removal of larger branches or twigs that 
fall onto the terrain during play would be left to the umpire’s discretion. Ref: Arts. 10 & 11.

 
Q21.  What is the distinction in the proper ruling when a jack is moved into a pile of leaves 
vs. being hidden by “a leaf” as discussed in Article 11 of the rules?

Required ruling: When a jack becomes hidden by a leaf already on the terrain at the beginning 
of the game, or one blown onto the terrain during a game, the leaf may be removed as discussed 
in Article 11 of the rules.  

Explanation: On the other hand, if a jack is moved into a pile of leaves and can no longer be 
seen from the circle, it is dead.  Ref:  Article 9,2 of the rules.

 
Q22.  What about a jack that cannot be seen from the circle AFTER the last boule of a 
round has been thrown? Or one that has an out-of-bounds area between the circle and jack 
AFTER the last boule of a round has been thrown?

Required ruling: The jack is dead.  Ref:  Article 9,2 and Article 9,6.
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Q23.  At what point is a boule considered to have been thrown?  What about a player who, 
while standing in the circle, decides to drop one or more of his boules to the side or rear of 
the circle?

Required ruling: A boule launched towards the jack is considered to have been thrown, even if 
it slips from or “sticks” in one’s hand, resulting in a very erratic throw. 

Players who drop or throw their boule(s) to the side or rear are not considered to have played 
their boule(s).

 
Q24.  What constitutes “practice”?  What about a player who, rather than simply tossing 
or placing his extra boules on the ground behind, or to the side of the circle, instead lobs 
them high into the air?

Required ruling: An umpire is justified in cautioning or warning a player who, under the guise 
of placing extra boules on the ground, is actually practicing his backspin and/or release.

Explanation: The answer is somewhat subjective, at the umpire’s discretion.  Article 16 of the 
rules disallows the non-playing team from doing anything that might disturb the player about to 
play.  This would include tossing boules onto the ground, wherever they may be tossed. And, 
Article 17 says “No one is allowed a practice throw during a game.”  

 
Q25.  How should an umpire rule if s/he does not observe whether a boule or jack crosses 
the boundary, but returns inside via slope or rebound, yet one team declares that it did, 
while the other disagrees?  Should spectators’ opinions be considered?

Required ruling: The umpire, in the absence of other evidence, can only rule by what s/he sees 
upon the ground

Explanation: If the boule is now inside the boundaries, it should normally be ruled live. 
However, the umpire has the prerogative to consider all the evidence before making a decision.  
For example, it could be that, on a very soft terrain, there might be tracks that clearly indicate 
that the boule completely crossed the boundary.  Eyewitness accounts could be considered, but 
they should not bind the umpire in his decision.  Bias of witnesses, poor line of sight, human 
error, and the like might result in eyewitness accounts being distorted.

 
Q26.  The FPUSA differs from other countries in that a footnote has been added to Article 
18. Though the rules say that, “Any dead boule must immediately be removed from the 
playing area,” (1) does the footnote allow the playing team the option, without warning or 
penalty, of throwing one boule right after the other without pausing to remove dead 
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boules?  (2) What if the dead boule belongs to the opponent?  (3) Is the opponent allowed to 
effect the removal, or must the team playing do so?

Required rulings:
Part 1 Yes.  The playing team may choose to play consecutive boules without stopping to remove 
dead boules.  

Part 2 Yes.  This is true whether the dead boule(s) belong to the playing team or their opponents.  

Part 3 Yes and no.  The playing team must be allowed to finish their turn without disturbance; 
after which, they should remove all dead boules that have been accepted as such by their 
opponents.  The opponents may prefer to use the advantage rule, and/or may prefer to remove 
dead boules once the playing team has relinquished their turn in the circle.

 
Q27.  Article 19 prescribes disqualification for the game in progress as the penalty for any 
team deliberately stopping (or diverting) a moving boule.  What about deliberately 
stopping a moving jack?  

Required ruling: A jack purposely stopped is considered to be unsportsmanlike conduct, Art. 
37, and disqualification is warranted.

Explanation: Though Articles 8 and 14 address when a jack is accidentally [understood] stopped 
or diverted, there is no specific reference to a jack being purposely stopped.  Since Article 19 
calls for an umpire to make a subjective ruling as to whether a boule was stopped purposely, as 
opposed to accidentally, it would seem reasonable for the umpire to make a similar subjective 
ruling if a team purposely stopped a moving jack.  Though there is no provision for team 
disqualification spelled out in the rules for this act, the umpire could resort to Article 37 
(unsportsmanlike conduct) to effect disqualification just as s/he would disqualify a team under 
the provision of Article 19 who purposely stopped a moving boule. 

 
Q28.  Are players allowed to mark and remove opponents’ boules to aid measuring, or must 
an umpire be called?

Required ruling: An umpire should be called to measure if there is a possibility of moving an 
object during the measurement.

Explanation: If both teams agree, players are allowed to mark and move obstacles, including 
boules other than those to be measured, but in doing so, they risk moving an object of the 
measurement, thereby losing the point. See also Question 11 for additional information.
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Q29.  Before measuring, should umpires make an attempt to mark jack and boules if the 
players have failed to do so?  What about when the terrain does not lend itself to marking 
(gravel) and one is likely to do more harm than good?

Required ruling: Yes, but if marking is not feasible, umpires are to make a judgment as to 
which object is closer before measuring.  If an object moves in the act of measuring, the umpire 
must decide whether it’s more equitable to go with the original judgment or to call the objects 
equidistant. 

Explanation: The umpire should use his own discretion as to whether marking would be 
beneficial. Though marking is not precise enough to allow exact replacement of a boule, and 
certainly not of a jack, as a general rule, it’s better to mark than not.  One look at the ground will 
usually tell one whether marking would be effective.

 
Q30.  How should an umpire handle a situation where a player asks for a rest period due to 
exhaustion, or heat distress, or medical issues?  Should the decision be different when 
games are timed?

Required ruling: No player is excused from the game or playing area without the permission of 
the umpire. If the game is timed, the player must have already played his boules to be excused.  
Whether or not permission has been granted, the remaining team member(s) may continue play 
but may not play the boules of the missing player.  A player may not take part in a round that has 
started in his absence. Article 31.

Explanation: The FPUSA currently has no provision for the suspension of play due to duress of 
a player. However, the Tournament Director may establish a policy allowing for a 15-minute 
recess for safety/liability reasons for timed and/or untimed games.

 
Q31.  Article 33 seems to imply that a team can substitute a player right up until the whistle 
blows to start the tournament. How do we reconcile this with preregistration requirements?

Required ruling: Article 33 takes precedence over any preregistration requirements.  As long as 
the player to be substituted otherwise meets the requirements for eligibility, has not registered 
with another team prior to the commencement of the tournament, and is accepted by the team he 
wishes to join, there is no problem and the substitution is permitted.

 
Q32.  Many umpires still think that Article 34 penalties must always be applied in strictly 
progressive order. Is there a set rule as to when an umpire can skip to a more severe 
penalty? Also, how is the disqualification of a boule, “played or about to be played,” best 
effected? How does one decide which to disqualify, the one played, or the one “about to be 
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played”? If it’s the latter, who decides whose boule to disqualify? Is it the umpire, or the 
team being penalized?

Required ruling: Umpires are free to apply penalties under Article 34 in any order, selectively, 
depending on the circumstances of the violation committed.

Explanation: Article 34 is a great help to an umpire.  It gives a graduated approach to applying 
penalties.  And, while some of the articles of rules have specific penalties mentioned with them 
(Example:  Article 16, last paragraph), others specify Article 34 for infractions (Examples:  
Articles 10 & 20). It is assumed that Article 34 is always available for infractions for which no 
penalty is specified within the article, and, depending upon the severity of the infraction, the 
umpire may skip to the one most applicable.

Also, in certain situations, umpires may find that Article 37-Lack of  Sportsmanship and Article 
38-Disruptive Behavior are more applicable than Article 34.

Once the umpire is involved, s/he controls the situation and applies best judgment.  The umpire 
must make the decision in the moment. The umpire alone makes the decision of which boule to 
disqualify and should penalize the offending player directly where possible.
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